Seattle Bike Shop Annual Gathering

This idea has been going around for some years now so we have finally decided to set the date!

All current and former bike shop staff *are invited.  Please invite your co-workers and other Seattle area bike shop staff you may know.  If you are not in the Seattle area bicycle industry and received this email, then please pass it on to some who is. 

· includes mechanics, sales people, managers, owners, frame builders, warranty managers and press

· this is an all-ages party

Tuesday, November 17th, 2009 

8 PM

Pike Brewing Company

Upper Museum Room (no-host bar)

1415 1st Avenue, Seattle

(206) 622-6044

www.pikebrewing.com
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To entice you to attend, we will be raffling off a brand new Redline 925 donated by Seattle Bike Supply with proceeds going to help Val Kleitz pay his medical bills. If you do not know already, he is battling cancer.

Raffle tickets: $5 each, buy as many as you want to increase your chances 

Raffle is open to anyone!

Bike Details:  Turquoise 2010 52cm Redline 925 (professionally assembled by Aaron’s Bicycle Repair, Inc.)

http://www.redlinebicycles.com/bikes/commute/2010--925 

Up for discussion is the formation of the Seattle Bicycle Mechanic’s Guild.  The SBMG could even be the spark that creates a national guild or society similar to the car industry’s ASE certified mechanics. http://www.ase.com
As a start, we need someone to build a wiki site similar to http://seattlepermacultureguild.org
It should be password protected and members should be approved by shop owners or managers.

Other industry members may be invited.

A suggestion:

The primary purpose of the Guild should be to improve bicycle mechanic’s pay, professionalism, working conditions, knowledge and skill.

A secondary mission could be to educate industry companies on topics like standards, procedures, compatibility and give feedback from the real world. Example: the many different derailleur hangers.  Once established and with enough clout, companies would seek The Guild’s approval for designs.  A thumbs down from the guild could hurt sales (or kill a bad design), but improve the bicycle industry in the long run.  Wouldn’t it be better if there were only, say, 10 different derailleur hangers?  And what about internal headsets?  FSA, you are on our list!

The mechanics at Aaron’s Bicycle Repair, Inc. have posted the shop’s repair standards on the web.

Feel free to take or edit them for your own use. http://www.rideyourbike.com/repairstandards.html
